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NELCO Launches Maritime Communications Services in India  

These services have been made operational under the In-flight and Maritime 
Communication (IFMC) license of the Government of India 

National, 13th September 2019: Nelco, India's leading VSAT solutions provider today announced the 
launch of maritime communication services. Nelco is the first Indian company that will now provide 
quality broadband services to the maritime sector. Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad, Union Minister for 
Communications, Electronics & Information Technology and Law & Justice, Government of India and 
Shri Anshu Prakash, Secretary, Department of Telecommunications, Ministry of Communications, 
Government of India inaugurated the services.  

Maritime Connectivity will enable high-end support to those in sea by providing access to Voice, Data 
and Video services while traveling on sailing vessels, cruise liners, ships in India, using satellite 
technology. Nelco through global partnerships, infrastructure including transponder capacity on 
satellite of ISRO (Indian Space Research Organization) and a comprehensive service portfolio will help 
Energy, Cargo and Cruise vessels by enhancing operational efficiency, improving crew welfare and 
enabling customer services. The IFMC licence has not only enabled connectivity for on-board users on 
ships but also brings operational efficiencies for shipping companies which were less evolved until 
now.  

Speaking on this new development, Mr. P J Nath, MD & CEO of NELCO said, “Nelco is proud to 
announce launch of its Maritime Communication services, enabling any maritime vessel sailing in 
Indian waters to have high quality, uninterrupted access to Broadband Internet. We will also be 
offering a bouquet of digital services to cater to the needs of the various types of maritime vessels. 
Going forward we believe that we will be able to fully meet the communication needs of the Maritime 
Industry with our comprehensive solutions.” 

In December 2018, the Government of India announced the licenses for In-flight and Maritime 
Communications (IFMC) that allows voice and internet services while flying over the Indian skies and 
sailing in Indian waters, both for international and Indian aircrafts and vessels. The IFMC license is a 
key initiative of the Telecom Ministry, a move to liberalise satellite communication services in India. 
Nelco obtained the IFMC licence and is the first Indian company to enable communication services for 
the maritime sector in Indian waters. 

In the next 24 months, Nelco plans to establish itself as a leader in the maritime communications space 
by introducing the services to more maritime vessels of the Indian shipping companies and also 
facilitating international ships coming to India to use the communication services in Indian waters. 
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About NELCO 
 
Nelco Ltd., a TATA Enterprise, was started in 1940 as a revolutionary electronics company (with many 
firsts to its name). The company has now reinvented itself and is focused in providing VSAT services 
to the Enterprise market through its wholly owned subsidiary Tatanet Services Ltd., for wide ranging 
segments like Banking, Renewable Energy, Telemedicine, Education, Oil & Gas exploration to name a 
few. Now the company will be offering digital communication services to the Aero & Maritime 
segments in the country as well. NELCO is listed on BSE and NSE and The Tata Power Company Ltd. 
holds 50.1% of the shares in the company. 
             
 Visit us at: www.nelco.in 
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